
NEWSLETTER FOR NMRA MID-CENTRAL REGION DIVISION 10  

THE LANTERN 
Superintendent’s Report   

The changes continue for May. Again – cancelled ‐ no 

meeting. At the time of this writing, even our June meeting 

is shaky. Our problem is that many of us are in the high‐

risk group and there is no responsible reason to jeopardize 

any of our membership. Also, as of this writing, the 

National Convention and the Train Show in July has been 

cancelled. Just got word that our Regional convention in 

May has also been cancelled and rescheduled in Pittsburgh 

in 2023. A big shout out to Pittsburgh for all the effort they 

have put in so far – it won’t be wasted! 

A CHALLENGE to all members of Division 10. Let’s use this 

downtime to our advantage. How about trying something 

new in your modeling? A different structure, rolling stock 

or motive power? How about your scenery and backdrop? 

Have you got something you haven’t tried before in 

modeling? Let’s do it! For those of you without a layout, 

how about firming up you plans and getting started (with 

materials on hand). With the weather beginning to warm 

up how about doing a layout cleanup? Get started on your 

‘to do’ list and work some items off of it.  

Here’s another idea – Let’s bring one or more of our 

‘COVID‐19’ models to the next meeting – whenever we are 

able to get going again. All of us need some recognition for 

keeping optimism up in these trying times. And I’ll bet 

some of you have hidden talents in modeling that even 

you haven’t tried. The list goes on – messing with CVs in 

programing DCC– weathering with pastels – trying dry 

brushing – different media for structures – new craftsman 

kit – and so forth. You know you’ve got some ‘hidden’ 

somewhere in your workshop. How about playing around 

with JMRI? Mark Underwood has done a couple clinics on 

this – see our website clinic archives. Have you decided 

what type of operation? Car cards, switch lists, TTO, 

dispatching? The list goes on and on. Hey, not the least of 

it is reviewing some of your library – or organizing it – and 

catching up on your favorite prototype. Have you actually 

inventoried all of your library – and know what you have?  

I’m working with the Lexington Library to hold ‘Trains Day 

at the Library’ ‐ planned in April of this year but cancelled 

– to do it again next Spring in the same time frame as we 

planned this year. Fall is just too busy with too many 

conflicts for both them and us. 

I’m now busy researching a Western Pacific GP‐35 (see 

page 4, April issue). I have a reason – another stab at a 

motive power merit for the Achievement Program. Stew 

Winstandley, Tom Bookout and Randy Coffman have 

helped with hints, photos, and details. Amazing what you 

can dig up on the internet. Have you considered what 

some of our older modelers had to do to find information 

before the internet? Even queries to the Library of 

Congress were by snail‐mail Even the search engines have 

gotten smarter – well, maybe the it’s IT guys behind the  

scenes working with AI. Haven’t tried Alexa yet  – maybe 

that’s another resource! Kidding aside, it is really 

remarkable how much is available. Only one caution – 

some of the stuff isn’t ‘refereed’ so sometimes a grain‐of‐

salt is appropriate – and checking other sources.  

I chatted with Harold Weinberg about the Member 

Profiles. Mark Underwood is developing an online input 

form so we can update the membership. The current out‐

of‐date profiles are in the ‘members only’ section of our 

website. If you don’t have the password, ask an officer. 

As with the April issue, only Lantern pages 1 and 4 are 

mailed, all members with an email address receive a PDF.

             

        — Bob Belt 
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The Lantern is a monthly (except July) publication of Division 10, Mid Central Region (MCR), 
National Model Railroad Association (NMRA). All opinions expressed herein are those of the authors, 
and do not necessarily reflect those of Division 10, the MCR, the NMRA, or anyone else.  

Bill Parker                                                              1/2020 

Harold Weinberg 11/19 

John Bowling                                                     12/19      

Paul Evans 10/19 

Lou Jaquith     “ 

Tom Krill     “ 

Chester Myers 6/2019 

Fred Plymale—Slide Projector 

John Gorman—Contributions to T–Trak 

Alan Bourne—Treasurer’s materials  

Many thanks to folks listed in the column below. 
They have given their support for our club. We 
encourage all NMRA members to help with 
financial support to The Lantern and our website and 
the Division 10’s activities. Send your monetary 
contribution to our Treasurer.  

To be listed here your contribution needs to be at 
least $20 in cash, or material valued at $50, or a 
total of 20 hours time within the last year. Division 
10 receives NO monetary support from the NMRA 
or the MidCentral Region.  Div.10 is recognized by 
the US government as a 501c3 corporation and your 
cash or material donations may be tax deductible.  

Report materials or time to Stew Winstandley. To 
the right of each contributing member’s  name is 
the month of his or her latest contribution.  
Whenever one makes a contribution of money, 
material, or time, his or her date will be updated, 
and for new contributors, their name will be added. 
Anyone making a contribution will be listed below 
for 12 months. 

In Recognition... 
For the NMRA MC Region officers link to 
www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/
bod2.html 

Division 10 Treasurer:  Give or send your 
contribution to Alan Bourne, 438 Queensway 
Dr.. Lexington, KY 40502 

Division 10 website addresses are: 1) above at top 
of Org. Chart,   2) https://www.facebook.com/
NMRA.MCR.Div10/    and                                   
3) http://ttrak.wikidot.com/nmra-mcr-division-
10-the-kentucky-division 

Project Reports: With us staying 
healthy by staying home, a number of our 
members have written about their current 
projects. Starting with Mark Cook, you’ll 
find out what’s going on below, and on 
pages 3 through 8. 

Mark has an N scale layout he started 
building about 15 years ago. He now has 

time to work on it. His current 
project is putting together the Bar 
Mills’ T.J. Reilly’s Widget Works 
as shown to the left.  

Rich Murphy is constructing a 
room for a layout. The room now 
has studs, electrical rough-in and 
insulation completed, he’s now 
waitng on delivery of drywall. He 
didn’t say if the layout is designed. 
Projects are continued on page 3. 
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Projects, continued from page 2:  After Division 10’s meeting in October 2018, we were able to tour Bill Parker’s  O 
layout. Bill’s layout is in the center of his garage. His plan is to completely 
deconstruct the existing tables and begin a new “around the walls” layout! He wants 
to have all double track, and at least one tunnel and a bridge or two on the new 
layout, keeping the average height at about 36” and the depth no more than 30 
inches. He’s tired of not being able to reach for maintenance and cleaning and 
general work on the current layout. The plan is to reuse everything from this layout 
on to the new one. Lionel track is on about 1/2 of the existing layout but that will 
be replaced with MTH so that everything is compatible. He is now getting started. 
The photo to the left shows his recent progress of cleaning off the existing layout. 

Bill Paulsell, MMR is working on a structure named Foxworth Enterprises, named for a high school friend.  It will be 
62x60 scale feet and 42 scale feet tall with a tower of yet to be determine height.  Construction uses 10x10 studs and 2x8 
siding, stained a medium brown.  It will be one of the largest structures on his layout.  One wall is almost finished.  Work 
moves slowly. He is taking pictures every step of the way for a possible clinic someday. 

Stew Winstandley has now completed five Canadian Pacific SD70ACu N scale Kato 
locomotives. They are CP 7009, 7020, 7021, 7022, and 7023. CP rebuilt 30 SD90s into 
the their SD70ACu, five with unique schemes. The old cabs were replaced with a 
SD70ACe cab. CP 7009 and 7022 are shown in the photo. Now beginning on CP 7010. 

The left photo shows an O scale refer that Harold Weinberg built from a 
Craftsman kit, and he added some scratch detail. 

How about a second level above a layout. 
Roger Merritt is doing just that. He hopes to 
have it completed in a couple of weeks so that 
track work can begin. Photo to the right. 

Those of you who attended the March Division 10 clinic remember that Bruce 
DeMaeyer had only completed the shell of his Mountain Fire House. He has finished 
all the interior and exterior lights, 38 tiny LEDs all inserted into scratchbuilt housings 
operating at three different levels of brightness. He recently finished the three different 
roof structures and installed tiny magnets to hold the roofs onto the structure. He also 
completed the outside parking and engine areas. The next steps are the shingles for the 
roof, the rain down spouts, the solar panels for building power, the radio antenna mast, 
and finally building the three engines serving the facility. You’ll see it at a future 
meeting. He needs an operating solar panel for the lights. Photo below left. 

We last toured Pat Gerstle’s scenic Sn3 Colorado layout during our 2015 MCR 
convention. He has moved, keeping one piece of 
that layout. He is starting to plan a new layout 
and he is currently putting together some 
structures that will be used (in addition to all the 
saved ones from the previous layout).  He kept 
the "yard" section of his old layout and is going 

to get it back together for eventual connection to something larger. To the right is a 
photo of one of his new builds, other photos of Pat’s are on page 8. More project reports 
are also on pages 4, 5, 6, and 7. 
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 Converting MDC Ore Cars to Close Coupling 
By Randall R Coffman 

For us modelers, the Covid-19 outbreak has given us some extra time to look into long dormant projects.  In my case, I 
found a dusty box full of MDC ore cars and figured this is a good time to dig in. Photography of the Iron Ore trains of Northern 
Minnesota and Upper Michigan has always had a special draw.  The long trains of short, close coupled, ore cars always made 
great looking trains to capture on film.  Wanting to duplicate these trains in HO scale drove me to collect large numbers of the 
MDC ore cars over the years.  Unfortunately, these ore cars couple a lot farther apart than the prototype (photo #1). 
A New Coupler: (photo #2) 
   The MDC cast frames are nice and heavy but have a cast on coupler pocket extension that keeps the cars very far apart.  It was 
clear this extension had to go but was there a coupler compact enough to make this project worth the effort.  After some 
research I decided that the Kadee #33 offered the most compact design while still retaining all the benefits of Kadee’s Magni-
matic uncoupling.  The #33 is uses a clever torsion spring that needs almost no extra space beyond the end of the coupler.   
A Holding Fixture: (photos #3 & #4) 
   The second hurdle in this project was to devise an easy way to remove the old MDC cast coupler pocket completely to make 
room for the new #33 coupler.  There is a great deal more material there than a file is going to remove quickly or accurately.  I 
never acquired a hobby milling machine so that was not an option for me.  I do however have a small Micro-Mark table saw that 
I use almost daily for product production.  The carbide tipped circular saw blade works well on aluminum and other non-ferrous 
metals so removing material from the white metal car frame was a very easy task.  What I needed was a fixture to reliably and 
precisely hold the car frame for this work. 
A Drill Template: (photo #5) 
  To mount the #33 coupler, all that is needed is a tapped #2-56 hole in the correct location.  I decided the easiest way locate 
the new hole was to make a little drill template to fit snugly in the existing cast pocket.  Then a hole could be pre-drilled prior 
to the removal of the cast on coupler pocket. 
Milling off the cast on coupler pocket: (photos #6, #7 & #8) 
     I set up my Micro-Mark table saw with a dado washer (to wobble the blade for wider cuts) to mill off the cast on coupler 
pockets.  After the milling, I broke off the remaining pocket, cleaned and tapped the new coupler 2-56 mounting holes.  
Mounting the coupler and checking the work: (photo #9) 

  After mounting the new #33 coupler the difference in coupler can be seen.  After mounting the trucks I checked the couple 
height and found it to be perfect. 

 

 

 

 

 

#1 above, #5 below  #2 above, #6 below #7 below, #3 above #8 below #4 above, #9 below 
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                                Scratch Building Glass Recycling 
     By Larry Smith, MMR 

Those who have visited my layout, especially those who have operated on it, you know there 
is an industry on it called Glass Recycling.  I put it on the layout because we have that 
industry here in Lawrenceburg. Broken windshield glass from auto plants is brought by truck 
and ground up.  The ground glass is then shipped by rail (NS) or truck to Georgia where it is 
combined with asphalt to make stronger pavement.  There are usually four or more covered 
hoppers on the spur at the loading site on any given day. My industry site had nothing to 
mark it as the real industry, just an old plastic building and a sign.  Since we have been “Healthy at Home”,  I decided it was time to 
work on the industry to make it more closely resemble the prototype.  The actual industry site has a number of buildings to model, so 
I chose three that represented the main work of Glass Recycling.  These are (1) the main building for grinding the glass, (2) a loading 
facility beside the spur, and (3) an office. The only other buildings on site are two storage sheds, and a house/office where the 
incoming trucks check in.   

You can see a lot of the buildings from the road near them, but I needed some closer pictures.  I called their office one day and the 
person in charge said to come over. When I got on site, he told me to take all the pictures I wanted.  He let me wander among the 
piles of glass and machinery sans hard hat.  I appreciated the opportunity to obtain some photos and views not available from the road.  

The first building I modeled was the two story one which grinds the glass.  The first order of business was to obtain the dimensions of 
the building along with the dimensions of any specific features to be modeled, such as windows, doors, or anything which represents 
the building.  I would rather walk around the building measuring off feet to obtain a more exact dimension but the piles of glass and 
the workers close to the building prevented this.  So I had to use another method of estimating dimensions based on a standard door 
height of 7 feet and seeing if my estimates of various distances made sense. Those dimensions I sketched on a notebook.  Back at home 
I got out my scale HO ruler and a clean sheet of paper and used the dimensions I had estimated to draw an exact HO model showing 
all the sides. After I drew the model on paper, I compared it to the space I had chosen on the layout for the industry. The actual size 
model was going to be too big for the space on my layout. So I cut the length of the model based on the space, keeping the key 
features of the building.  I revised my drawing.   

I then used the scale drawing as a guide for cutting the sides, including any doors and/or windows out of styrene.  I use styrene since I 
am more comfortable with it but if the building was made of wood, I would use wood.  Or mix the two if necessary.  For the sides I 
use .060 styrene sheet instead of .040 because it is less flexible in handing.  I still brace the corners of the model with 3/16” square 
styrene pieces and frequently use ¼” square styrene pieces along the sides to keep them from bending as I handle the working model.  
Before cementing the sides together, I used my drawing to mark the locations of any windows and doors.  I cut just inside the lines 
with a #17 Exacto blade and then use a file to finish them to size.  Now I need to put the sides together. Using Coffman corner 
clamps, I glued one side and one end together using Plastruct Plastic Weld, although there are other brands of glue or cement that 
could be used. I like solvent cement here since it dries quickly and melts the two pieces together forming a strong bond.  Then I 
clamped and glued the other side and end together and braced that also. Using the clamp a couple more times, all four sides can be 
glued together.  The sides are now connected, but no roof is on yet.  Looking at the prototype building, it has concrete block all 
around six feet up from the bottom, and then the top part of all the sides are metal siding.  Metal siding comes in various sizes and 
patterns, I chose one that looked close.  It should be noted that since most, of the patterned sheets are .030 thicknesses and would not 
be rigid enough by themselves to support the sides.   

For putting on the patterned sheets, I used my drawing as a guide but also used the ruler to measure the sides for an “exact” 
measurement.  You want to make sure the piece of patterned sheet you cut matches the actual building dimension.  I hate cutting a 
piece from my drawing and then finding it is actually too short for the real space.  If too long, you can trim it, but you are out of luck 
if it is too short. Putting on the concrete block sheet was easier, just cut six foot high lengths and glue them around the bottom 
skipping  the doors.  I glued the patterned sheets to the .060  sheet with a multi-purpose cement. Running out of cement I started 
using Aleene’s Tacky Glue which seems to work well.  This type of glue does not set too quickly, allowing me to use my finger to 
spread it all over the surfaces to be mated and to move the patterned sheet around on the surface if needed.  At the corners, I sanded 
the patterned sheet at a 45 degree angle on each side to be mated so it will match without showing any overlap of sides.  Although it is 
not a contest model, I still try to match the pattern of concrete blocks at the corners from one side to the other so it looks realistic.  
Now, while the concrete block pattern is drying, I use the ruler to measure the model for the first piece of metal siding.  I know it will 
be close to the drawing, but probably not exact due to overlapping of pieces and not cutting pieces exactly.   Measuring gives me a 
more exact fit. After cutting the patterned sheets and before gluing it on, I use a pencil to mark the exact location of doors and 
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windows to be cut out from the backside.  I usually cut them a little wider because I add door and windows frames using small pieces 
of styrene.  Just keep measuring and cutting, and gluing on patterned sheets until all four sides are covered.   Remember to sand at a 
45 degree angle at the corners for a natural fit.  When one side is wider than one patterned sheet, try to match the siding pattern 
between the two patterned sheets before cementing the second sheet in place beside the other.    

Now it is time to paint the building.  I sprayed primer all over the outside and inside.   The primer I use is Rustoleum Auto primer 
available at WalMart.  When the primer is dry, I use a rattle can to spray a light tan on the inside since with open doors, the inside 
could be seen.   I did not bother to mask the outside since that was going to be painted over. I then sprayed only the concrete block 
with a darker shade of tan.   After it dried I masked off the concrete block and sprayed the rest of the building light blue.  I kept the 
can level with the building so as not to spray much inside.   When dry, I took off the masking tape.  

Since I wanted to show mortar in the concrete blocks, I mixed some Dap spackling with a little water and painted it on the concrete 
block.  After drying a couple hours, I took a slightly damp sponge and very carefully rubbed it across the concrete surface.  Rub lightly 
since you can always take more off.  If you mess up and take too much off, you can always put on more spackling and try again.  When 
it looked decent, I sprayed it with a can of Rustoleum Matte Clear Enamel to seal it.   I could have used Dullcote also.  

Ready now to add the roof.   I could not see the roof on the real building since it was so high up, so I assumed it was made of 
corrugated metal sheet like other modern steel buildings.  Adding appropriate distances for the overhang, I had to cut four similar 
pieces out of .030 corrugated sheets since one sheet is not wide enough to span the whole length of the roof.  After matching the 
pattern, I glued two pieces together for one side of the roof.  I used plastic weld since I wanted a quick bond.  I braced the two pieces 
on the back with a 1/2” wide piece of .030 styrene running down the roof.  After making the other side of the roof, I sanded both 
edges at the top and bottom of the roof so they would fit at the top more exact, and not show much of a gap.  Just sand at the angle 
that they will fit together.   I did the bottom edge to have a flatter surface when I later glued on the gutters.  I then glued the two 
halves of the roof together holding them at an angle to match the roof.  I reinforced the two halves on the underside with a 1/16” 
round piece running the length of the roof and cemented in.  I also reinforced the two halves of the roof on top by covering the joint 
between the two with a ¼” wide piece of .010 styrene glued down with plastic weld.  Besides reinforcing the two roof halves, it also 
covers up any gaps between the two halves when they were joined.   I primed and painted the roof and using tacky glue I attached the 
roof, holding the roof against the building with rubber bands.    

The building now looks like the real thing in HO scale, and now it’s time to add the building details.  One detail is the three foot 
square vents on the side of the building.   I made these fitting small pieces of .040 square pieces of styrene to shape and glued with CA.  
The gutters were made from .080 pieces of U-shaped styrene glued to the roof edges.  The downspouts were made from .100 by .040 
pieces of styrene which were sanded on the edges to look more like the rounded corners of real downspouts.  Some of the 
downspouts on the front of the building were fashioned from 1/8” round pieces.  The electrical boxes were made of small pieces of 
various styrene that I cut to shape.  I then connected the boxes with brass wire to represent wire.  Holes were drilled in the side of the 
styrene pieces and glued to hold the wire more firmly.   All details were painted before being placed on the building.  Small flat 
styrene pieces were glued to the top of the big doors to show they could be closed.  The only small sign was created in PowerPoint, 
cut, and applied by the door with white glue on a piece of .010 styrene.  

There are two big lights located at the top corners of the front building.  Since I like to make things out of styrene, I fashioned them 
from U shaped pieces closed at the end with other flat pieces.  I 
wanted real working lights, so I put surface mount LEDs inside the 
lights with the wires running thru short pieces of 1/8” tubing into the 
building and meeting at the center of the roof.  Since these LEDs do 
not give off much heat, I put clear pieces of styrene on the front of 
the lights to act as lens.  I also put a ribbon of LED lights inside the 
building on the roof.  The wires from all three lights were put 
together in the center and will drop down into a drilled hole in the 
layout to connect with a 12 volt power supply.  Since the inside of the 
building could be seen, I wanted something inside to show it was 
occupied.   One method I have seen is the use of shadow boxes.  So 
using flat pieces of .040 styrene sheet about 3 inches each, I made 
three walls with a floor. I painted it a nondescript tan.  I put a man on 
a small forklift and glued it to the floor.  I also added another walking 



PAGE 7 MAY 2020 

HO figure on the floor.  Now you see activity inside. To finish the building, I weathered the building using chalks and some dry 
brushing.   It was then sealed with the Rustoleum Matte clear enamel.   

After the glass grinding building was completed, I started on the loading facility for the covered hoppers.  It was an easier job since it is 
basically four walls.  I made a scale drawing as always.  I did not know the exact dimensions of the holding walls for loading, but I 
knew it had to be long enough for two covered hoppers.  I picked a 
length and width that looked right and cut .060 styrene sheet pieces for 
the walls.  To make the walls look thicker, I glued pieces of .080 X .040 
styrene all around the top.  The walls were made of concrete block, so I 
attached concrete block patterned sheet pieces.  Looking at the photo of 
the holding area, there are larger blocks stacked up inside the loading 
area to hold the ground glass inside.  How to model these?  They look a 
lot like Lego blocks.  After putting some together, it looked like they 
should work just fine.  I glued the Lego blocks together as a wall and 
glued them inside the holding area.  This assembly was painted with a 
tan color.   After it dried, I used the method mentioned earlier to show 
the mortar color.  The large blocks were left in primer.  Once 
weathered, the block building to hold the ground glass was done, but I 
needed a conveyor belt to load the glass into the covered hoppers.  I had 
an unused kit which was a Walthers Bulk Transfer Conveyor.  In the kit were two conveyor belts that looked similar to the ones at 
Glass Recycling.    I put both of them together, primed and painted them, and then weathered them rather heavily.  I did have to 
fashion a spout from small pieces of .020 styrene at the high end of one conveyor belt similar to the prototype.   This helps to load the 
glass directly into openings on the top of the covered hopper.  One conveyor loads the glass into the hoppers and the other conveyor 
loads glass into the holding area.   I needed an additional small structure for the conveyor in the loading area.   From the photo it looks 
like a bin which the glass is loaded into and then it falls on the conveyor belt to be transported to the top and into the covered hopper.  
Digging in my bag of unused parts I found some .060 and .040 thick sheet pieces, I cut and glued them till I had something that looked 
like the prototype.  

Looking over the parts in the rest of the conveyor kit, I noticed the parts for a small house.   Since Glass Recycling uses a small house 
as their office, I decided to use it.  After putting it together per the instructions, it was primed and painted.  I weathered it very 
slightly like the prototype.   I added a working light over the door. 

To finish off the Glass Recycling facility, I needed something that looked like ground glass.  I had earlier seen glitter paint and thought 
that might be a possibility.  I needed some piles on my layout since piles of glass are all over the real place.  I did not have as much area 
to work with as they had, but I needed some piles.  Well, let me try sculptamold for a base.  I piled up some wet newspaper, mixed 
some sculptamold, and put it all over the wet paper.  Now I have a hill.   I also make a hill in the holding area while leaving room for 
the conveyor belt and its bin structure.   After the sculptamold dried, I took a wide brush and painted the hills with glitter paint.  The 
glass mountains seem to have a silver and 
green color, so I used both.   I painted glitter 
paint all over the hills but not over the other 
glitter color.  It turned out pretty good.   I 
also drybrushed the glitter paint over my 
Glass Recycling area since it is all over at the 
industry site.  There are two working lights 
at the loading site which I added.   I used 
purchased lamp shades, bent tubing so they 
would turn down, and ran wires from the 
surface mount LEDs thru the tubing and 
down the wooden poles which I had stained 
dark brown.   I painted the lamp shades and 
tubing green  The wires connect with the 12 
volt power source as do the other lights on 
the site.  Now I  have an outstanding looking 
Glass Recycling facility.           
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MON. DAY HOST PLACE EVENT / PROGRAM TOURS BRING & BRAG 

June 7 Div. 10 
Tates Creek Library 

. 

Discussion about AP 
Application, Officers 
Election Upcoming 

 
Your Recent Project or 

Freight Car 

Aug. 1 Div. 10 
Grosser’s, 1145 Linn 

Rd., near Eubank, Ky. 
 

Grosser’s O scale 
and outdoor 1:8 

scale layouts 
 

Sept. 6 Div. 10    Steam Locomotive 

Oct.  4 Div. 10  
Results of the Officers’ 

Election   

Nov. 1 Div. 10     

AROUND  THE  BEND    

Cancelled– The Steel City Express 2020 Regional Convention in Pittsburgh (Greentree, PA), May 28‐31.– Cancelled              

 

Continuation from bottom of page 3:  Above are photos from Pat Gerstle’s  
previous layout (top left showing the yard, bottom left some of his scenery), then 
top right what Pat saved from his old layout, and bottom right is of a new building.  


