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Message From The
Superintendent
A hearty welcome to our guest Ed Butcher at our
October meeting. Ed is an avid modeler and is no
stranger to Lexington. We were pleased to have
you Ed and come visit us again.
Don't forget our train show on the 15th of November. It's going to be a great show and you
don't want to miss it. We expect many vendors to
come and with individuals renting tables, there
will be lots of stuff to choose from. If you want
to rent a table, let Fred Plymale know. If you can
help out, let me know. This is a club project and
we need your support.
We will have our club car at the show. It will be a
C&O 40' box car - 2 styles - 1937 and 1952-1954
with different road numbers. They are great looking and I know you will want one or two.
Your officers are in the midst of looking at 2004.
We are trying to set up a plan that will best fit
your needs. Fritz Dutro is distributing a survey
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Sam Swanson to give
Clinic in Lexington
On Sunday, November 2nd at 2:00 pm at the
Division 10 meeting at Beaumont Library in
Lexington we will be fortunate to experience a
clinic given by the nationally recognized expert
modeler, Sam Swanson.
Sam has won many modeling contests at the
NMRA national level. His work has appeared in
numerous modeling publications. And he has
written many articles for the top Model Railroad
Magazines.
Sam will be giving instruction and demonstrations on the art of finishing and detailing railroad
models. His techniques are the result of his many
years of trial, error, and success. Also Sam has
studied many of the masters in the field of Model
Railroading. He brings this knowledge and skill
to Lexington for our benefit.
Whether you are a beginner or an experienced
modeler, Sam will present many new ideas for
you to take home. Many of Sam’s best techniques
are simple and require minimal skill, but they
will make a difference in your modeling endeavors that everyone will recognize as an improvement in your work.
DON’T miss this clinic. You will be sorry if you
do.
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Notes form Fritz
It is hard to believe that November is upon us
already. The year certainly has sped by. October
was such a pretty month I am sure that everyone
had a hard time getting motivated to do some
modeling but now that the winter is arriving it’s
time to clear off the workbench.
First things first. The last two months meeting
have both been sparsely attended. The layout
tour even more so with a grand total of only six
people cumulatively attending the last two layout tours. As of this month we are going to suspend the layout tours until such time that our
attendance increases to where it makes sense to
ask people to open up their homes and go to the
(Continued on page 4)
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Witless vs. Clueless
The Continuing Railroad Adventures of
Rivets O’Reilly and Larry Loungecar

~
“STUFF” & OPPORTUNITIES
Mike Armstrong occasionally knows
of members’ overstock situations and
other opportunities to acquire or dispose of “stuff.” Get in touch with him
to find out what’s currently available.
These liquidations, generally via a web
auction, bear a 15 to 20% fee.
In addition, The Lantern is in a position to advertise your “overstock”
items, for a fee of 10%.
Contact Mike Walter to arrange for an
ad, or Mike Armstrong for liquidations.

Committee Chairs
Achievement
Program

David Greer

Advertising

Mike Walter

Community
Activities

Open

Company Store

Chris Cord

Created by ‘Railroad’ Pete Birdsong
Written by Mike Armstrong

Larry: I tell ya, Rivets, there is nothin’
like a pond with fish in it to add visual
interest to a garden railroad.
Rivets: Yeah, Larry. Yours looks pretty
good! I am surprised at your efforts.
Larry: Well, I was at the pond shop a
couple o’ weeks ago and I bought these
really pretty fish, twelve inches long. I
bought five of ‘em and put ‘em in my
pond, some kind of fancy named thing,
but they look like albino gold fish to
me. I like comin’ up here to watch ‘em.
Rivets: They cost much to take care of?
Larry: Well, like anything else, the
expensive part is the initial investment:
thirty bucks a piece for the fish, thirty
bucks for a couple of bags of food, ten
bucks for a screen to cover the mouth
where the stream comes out, five bucks
for a feeding ring, and eight bucks for
an artificial frog.
Rivets: An artificial frog?! What for?

Contests

Ron Kercheval

Conventions
& Shows

Fred Plymale

Larry: I wanted to give ’em the feelin’
they were free and in the wild. Frogs
are wild animals.

Editor &
Webmaster

John Gorman

Rivets: Frogs are reptiles, but what do
you care?

Estate
Liquidations

Mike Armstrong

Member Aid

Wendell Greer

Membership

Wendell Greer

Photographer
Programs

Pete Birdsong
Fritz Dutro

Larry: Well then I added about one
hundred fifty dollars worth of plants so
the fish could have something to swim
around and they could eat the algae that
grows on the plants.
Rivets: Wow! This adds up pretty fast.
Larry: No kiddin’! And just when I
thought I was finished, I went into the
pond store the other day and they had a
underwater video camera so you could
watch your fish. I had to have it and
that was three hundred fifty bucks! But

man o’ man, watching those fish under
water in my own pond was so great! I
even video taped ‘em. So cute swimmin’ up to the camera and their bug
eyed little eyeballs lookin’ in the lens.
Rivets: By my count, that is seven hundred and three bucks for fish and related items. I am thinkin’ ‘bout all the
train stuff you could’da bought!
Larry: Well, ya can add another fifty
bucks for this sign like ya see in the
national parks: a piece of treated wood
with the letters carved in it: NO
FISHIN’!
Rivets: Well, lets have a look at those
fish!
Larry: We can’t. There ain’t any!
Rivets: What do ya mean “there ain’t
any“?
Larry: Well, I fell asleep the other night
video tapin’ my fish. Raccoons can’t
read, Rivets! I got it all on tape. It was
the most pathetic thing I had ever seen
in my life. I thought I was watchin’
Wild Kingdom or somethin’. Then I
realized it was my own pond and my
own fish fightin’ for their lives. They
never stood a chance, Rivets. They
never stood a chance. Fish innards and
bones all over my television screen.
Rivets: Well, Larry, look at the bright
side. It isn’t often a raccoon gets a
thirty dollar a plate dinner with five
hundred dollars worth of trimmin’s!
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Special
Orders
Available

•
•
•
•

MTH & Lionel Complete Sets
Track & accessories, Box Cars, T-Shirts
Layaway available
MC/VISA/Discover

209 Rosemont Garden
Lexington, KY 40503
(859) 278-8082
Toll free: 877 609-0695
FAX: (859) 873-6863

Summer Hours:
Mon - Fri.: 1:00 to 6:00
Saturday: 11:00 to 5:00
Sunday: Closed

In Appreciation….
Many thanks to our Sustaining and Patron members
for 2003 listed below. (Sustaining members contribute $10.00 per year, and Patrons $20 or more.)
We encourage all members to help support The Lantern and our website. A number next to a name indicates a second or subsequent donation.

Dealer for brass at
20% off retail:
Overland Models
Hallmark
Key Imports

BOOKS
VIDEOS
MAGAZINES
ACCESSORIES
COMPLETE
TRAIN SETS
SPECIAL
ORDERS
PERSONAL
SERVICE

Garden Springs Shopping Center
Mon-Sat 10:00 - 9:00; Sun 1:00 - 7:00
820 Lane Allen Road
Lexington, KY 40504
859 276 4240
1 888 797 3938

Scale
Reproductions
3073 Breckinridge Lane McMahan Plaza
Louisville, KY 40220
(502) 459-5849 brian@sri.win.net
- Specializing in HO and N scale model railroading

2003 PATRONS

- Large selection of accessories, decals, detailing parts and reference.

Mike Armstrong

Pete Birdsong

Alan Brock

Howard Coleman

John Deville

Fritz Dutro

John Gorman

Wendell Greer

Robin Grider

Ray & Renee
Grosser

Lou Jaquith

Ron Kercheval

Skip Keyser

Bob Lawson

Bill Paulsell

Fred Plymale

David Reed

Bill Robbins

Ron Saylor

Mike Walter

- Large selection of DCC items including Digitrax, Lenz, NCE and more!
- Most items 10%-20% off retail price everyday.

2003 SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Richard Crane

Phil Ditchen

- We also give an additional 10% discount to NMRA members!!
- Special order and mail order service available.

Support Our Local Hobby Shops
Our advertisers are supporting us with their
ads, so let’s support them with our business! A strong retail network is vital to
keeping the hobby visible to the public, and
provides valuable help to newcomers. By
our patronage of their stores, they are able
to continue bringing more people into the
hobby, and promoting our organization…..
win-win!!
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Bring n’ Brag
October, 2003

cool! Bob Lawson’s awesome A.D. Hammonds
Railway supply was the fourth entry. Bob took
first, Fritz was second, and Mike’s warehouse
was third.

Good news and bad news for October’s Bring n’
Brag. First, the good news: We had four outstanding modeling entries to go with Bob Lawson’s great clinic on dioramas. The bad news is
that there were only thirteen present to enjoy it!
First, Mike Walter entered a great looking N
scale Diamante Shipping Warehouse. The ancient
looking structure contrasted sharply with a BNSF
unit emerging from one of the doors. Bill Robbins had a neat looking Giddings and Lewis
Machine Tool Co. Fritz Dutro entered a tiny
Rocky’s Bar complete with trucks out front and a
burly guy from the 1920s or 1930s that was too

There was only one photo entry: Fritz Dutro had
an excellent shot of a huge steel mill.
Congratulations and a big thanks to those who
entered. Award certificates will be handed out at
the next meeting on November 2 at Beaumont
Branch Library. Next month’s category is Passenger Cars. Also, don’t forget the Show and Tell
table where one can bring any items to share
without the pressure of competition. See you
then!

-Ron Kercheval

High to Low or Tie

PHOTOS
Oct.

YTD

4

41

Fritz Dutro (2nd)

High to Low or Tie

I attended the MCR regional meeting on 10/12/03
and here are some of the highlights.
Elections: Brian Petroziello was elected Vice
president, to fill the post vacated by Lou Dalton's
move to Florida. Pete Birdsong has resigned as
Secretary, and Ivan Baugh of Louisville was
elected to take his place.
Web Site: Ivan Baugh encouraged members to
access the Division web site. He has over 6000
hits. He would like more layout tours on the web
site. If you would like to submit pictures of
yours, his address is iwbaugh@insightbb.com.
Boy Scouts: Division 3 has a strong Boy Scout
program. Mike Walter would like to start a program for Div 10. When he is ready, he will need
some volunteers.

2003 Bring n’ Brag Scores
MODELS

Super’s Message (Continued from page 1)
which we would like you to fill out and return. If
you do this, it will be a big help to us.

Div 10: I reported on our train show and our club
car. I also told the group that we have 501(c)(3).

Oct.

YTD

5

41

Fritz Dutro (1st)

Division Train shows:
Div 3 - Nov 1st and 2nd. Dayton, OH
Div 6 - Nov 16th. Hilliard, OH

Mike Walter (3rd)

3

26

Randy Coffman

30

Div 7 - Oct 25-26. Lakota W. High School,
Cincinnati

Bill Robbins

2

18

Howard Coleman

6

Div 8 - Thanksgiving weekend, Louisville, KY

14

Bill Robbins

6

Howard Coleman

9

Pete Birdsong

5

Pete Birdsong

5

Mike Baskette

4

Mike Baskette

4

Tony Lucio

4

Chris Cord

4

David Reed

3

Bob Lawson (1st)

5

Pat Gerstle

4

Ray Grosser

4

David Reed

4

Tony Lucio

4

Peter Bourne

3

Ron Kercheval

Bring n’ Brag Schedule for 2003
Nov. - Passenger Cars
Dec. - Open Loads: Flat Cars, Gondolas and Intermodal

3

Div 10 - November 15th, Knights of Columbus
Hall, Lexington, KY

-Bill
Notes from Fritz (Continued from page 1)
effort to prepare their layouts for our viewing. In
addition, the officers are discussing several
changes to the Sunday program including meeting on different days and a different format. Bear
with us during this time and we hope that the
retooled meetings will continue to stimulate your
interest.
This month we are again honored with an excellent clinician. Sam Swanson is returning from
Cincinnati to present us with a clinic on finishing
and detailing models. Sam is a nationally renowned modeler and author with many national
and regional awards to his credit. Sam’s clinic
last year was to a capacity crowd. Good seats
should be at a premium so be sure to arrive early.
Last month was our first show and tell. Again we
are asking that you bring examples of your modeling and share it with the rest of us. This is a
non-judged display of your recent efforts. In
addition we are looking for a healthy turn-out of
entries for the Bring and Brag.
I am working on the clinic schedule for next year
and the line up looks to be as good or better as
this past year. I hope to see many of you attending our monthly meetings and rewarding our hard
working presenters with your attendance. Thanks
for your support and I’ll see you Sunday.

-Fritz

The Lantern
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NMRA DIV. 10 TRAIN SHOW & SALE
SATURDAY, NOV. 15, 2003 10AM-4PM
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL
1604 VERSAILLES RD., LEXINGTON, KY
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►

MODEL TRAINS FOR SALE IN ALL SCALES
LARGE ESTATE SALE
LIMITED EDITION DIVISION 10 ‘CLUB CAR’ AVAIABLE
OPERATING LAYOUTS AND DISPLAYS
MANY DEALERS AND INDIVIDUAL VENDORS
FREE REGISTRATION FOR DOOR PRIZES
FREE ‘HOW TO’ CLINICS
FREE USE OF ENGINE TEST TRACK

Contact Fred Plymale at 859-223-7270 or f.plymale@insightbb.com for more details & table rental.

From downtown Lexington go West on US 60 (High Street / Versailles Rd.). Turn left into driveway at 1604 Versailles Rd.
From KY 4 (New Circle Rd.) take the US 60 (Versailles Rd.) exit East (toward Lexington). Turn right into drive at 1604 Versailles Rd.

The Lantern
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Open Letter to the
Division 10 Members
If you have missed several monthly meetings,
you may not know this but the monthly meeting
attendance has fallen off to about 12-15 members. This presents several questions among the
officers and board members. First, we have been
trying (and succeeding I believe) to present
timely and interesting topics regarding the various aspects of model railroading. Never the less,
we are getting fewer and fewer members out for
the meetings. It particularly looks bad when we
get a speaker in from out of town and so few
members show up. This begs the question "what
is happening or what are we doing wrong causing
the drop in attendance?" We did a survey about a

year ago asking what the members wanted in the
way of programs and I believe we have been
meeting those goals. Do you have other suggestions for increasing our meeting attendance? If
so, please let one of us know about your
thoughts.
I realize that summer attendance sometimes drop
off but we were doing much better a year ago. It
takes about 12-15 members to make the Division
10 operate. Arranging speakers for the meetings,
setting up meeting locations, writing and publishing the Lantern, keeping up the web site, attend
regional meetings and Achievement Awards are
just a few of the items that the officers are doing
monthly. The officers and board are now in a
dilemma as to which direction to go. If this is the
best attendance we are going to have at the meetings, then maybe we should take a hard look at
Division's 10 future. Before Division was reacti-

vated a couple of years ago, our group was part
of Louisville Division 8. From my viewpoint,
Louisville might as well have been located on the
west coast...I never attended a single meeting.
These 12-15 members could easily meet Ad hoc
in the members homes. But what about the rest
of you?
I realize that things do happen which precludes
one from attending a meeting but we have had
sparse attendance for many months. Like I said
earlier we welcome any suggestions from the
membership in order to turn this situation around.
What will it be guys?

-Wendell Greer Membership Chair

AROUND THE BEND
MON

DAY

EVENT

PLACE/TIME

PROGRAM

TOUR

CONTEST

NOV

2

MCR
DIV 10

Beaumont Library, Lexington
off of Harrodsburg Road
Sunday, 2:00 pm

Sam Swanson
on
Finishing and detailing models

None

Passenger Cars

NOV

14

BGRRC

Meadowthorpe Community Ctr.
Lexington, KY
Friday, 7:30 pm

Joe Holbrook
on
NMRA standards and being able
to keep the trains on track

Guests are Always

Division 10
Annual Fall
Train Show

Knights of Columbus
1604 Versailles Road
Lexington Kentucky

This is YOUR train show!

Volunteers
Please Contact
Bill Robbins

NOV

15

Please enjoy!

DEC

7

MCR
DIV 10

To Be Announced

Miles Hale
Mold making and casting small
detail parts

JAN
2004

4

MCR
DIV 10

To Be Announced

Pete Birdsong
on
Operations

MAY
2004

13-16

MCR
Convention

Four Points Sheraton,
Cranberry, PA

Contact Div 2 for more information

JULY
2004

4-11

NMRA Nat’l
Convention

Seattle, WA

See Website for full details:
http://www.nmra2004.org/

WELCOME

To Be Announced

Open Loads:
Flat Cars, Gondolas and
Intermodal.

Pete Birdsong’s
To Be Announced
Operating Session
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Next Meeting:
Beaumont Library
Lexington, KY
November 2
Sunday, 2:00 pm

Program:
Sam Swanson on
Finishing and
Detailing Models

Bring & Brag:
Passenger Cars

Division 10 Train Show
November 15th
10am to 4pm
Knights of Columbus Hall
Lexington, KY
(See Inside)

The Lantern
Published most months by Division 10
Mid Central Region
National Model Railroad Association
143 Chenault Road,
Lexington, KY 40502
jgorman@lex-ky.us
On-Line: nmra-division10.railfan.net/

This Month
Sam Swanson
gives a clinic on
finishing and detailing models!
~

Don Dodson
Estate Sale
(See Page 1 Inside)
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